
Mr. Hopkins

AP Calculus

· Contact Info
1. Email: shopkins@cdschools.org
2. Voicemail: 717.541.1662 x228

· Expectations

1. You will learn both basic and in depth topics of Calculus

2. You will learn how to use technology to enhance your mathematics education.

3. You will prepare for the AP Calculus Exam.

· Help Available

1. Any morning from 7-7:30

2. After school by appointment

· Course Requirements
1. Supplies: You are expected to bring at least two pencils (not pens) to class, a notebook, binder paper, textbook and calculator.

2. Calculator: TI-83 or above

3. Content: We will cover chapters 1-7 in the textbook in preparation for the AP Exam which will be held in May.

· Grades
1. All students are responsible for obtaining up to date assignments either directly from class, through email, phone correspondence or online.

2. Warm up problems will be given at the beginning of most class periods and will be included in the participation grade.

3. Homework assignments will be given almost every class period and collected at the end of the day of a test. Each section of homework is worth 5 points. Late homework will not be accepted without an excused absence. Students are allowed to miss two assignments per quarter without excuse or penalty. Five test points are given for perfect homework (no missed assignments at all.)

4. Two tests will be given for most chapters. One test will be with a calculator and one without. Each test will be worth between 40 and 70 points depending on the amount of content being assessed. 

5. If you miss school on the day of a test you will have as many days as you were absent to arrange a make up.

6. Cheating is defined as copying someone else’s work and passing it off as your own. Cheating of any kind will result in an automatic 0% for the relevant assignment and the student may face further discipline from the administration.

7. This is a weighted class and students will be held to higher standard.

	Tests
	50%

	Quizzes
	25%

	Homework
	15%

	Projects
	10%


· Class Behavior

1. Punctuality: Be on time for class! Doors close at the bell.

2. Preparedness: You should have all of the required materials when you arrive. A warm up problem will be posted. This must be completed and answered with the senteos.

3. Respect: Respect not only the teacher but yourself and your fellow students. Only one warning will be given before disciplinary action is taken.

· Student will remain after school or after class for extra math practice.

· A phone call to parents or guardians will be made.

· Student will be sent to office for discipline from administration.

· Group Study Sessions
1. I strongly recommend forming study groups. These groups can meet independently, in my classroom after or before school.

· Tips for Being Successful: 

1. Attendance! There is no substitute for being in the class for discussion.

2. Homework! Do the homework every night. Think about the steps you are taking, the process is as important as the result. Try every problem, take some risks. In the real world you don’t get asked only questions you already know the answers to. Be sure and check the answers that are available in the back of the book.
3. Attitude! Keep a positive attitude. This is hard work; you know that going into it. Keep working and learning. Anything worthwhile is hard work.
4. Study! Do not cram for tests, but do study hard for them. Study in chunks, it increases the retention period. Verbalizing or paraphrasing your notes will help you understand the material. Use mnemonic devices to help memorize steps in a procedure.

5. Ask! If you don’t get something, ask. Ask me, ask a friend, ask another teacher, ask someone on a website. Trust me, if you have a question so does someone else.

· Website
1. My website contains many helpful links to math concepts

2. Homework will be posted online by a weekly basis

3. Problem of the Weeks will be online (bonus)

4. Lesson Power Points online - I recommend printing the power points before coming to class and using them as a note-taking tool. Print the slides as handouts to get multiple slides on one page.
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CHANGING THE NEGATIVE SIGN TO POSITIVE,
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Syllabus

· Chapter 1
· Chapter 2
· Chapter 3
· Chapter 4
· Midterm Exam

· Chapter 5
· Chapter 6
· Chapter 7
· Chapter 8
· Final Exam

· The Top Ten Tips for Flunking Math Class
1. Sit in the back of the classroom

2. Don't take notes

3. Don't do the daily homework assignments

4. If you ignore #3 and do the homework, don't check your answers in the back of the book. (that takes time and that's what the teachers are for.)

5. Cram for tests

6. Stay up late the night before a test or exam

7. Don't come to after school review sessions

8. Memorize everything (No need to understand it)

9. Catch up on your sleep during class or talk to your friends

10. If you were absent, assume we did nothing in class.
