
 Congratulations to two Paxtonia fifth grade vio-
lists, Rachel Frank and Anna Smuda, for successfully 
auditioning into the Dauphin County Elementary Orches-
tra. They will be among approximately 80 string players 
in fourth through sixth grades to participate in the 2007 
County Festival. The concert will be at the new CD High 
School on Saturday, Feb. 3 at 1:30PM. Other groups on 
the program will be the Dauphin County Jr. High Orches-
tra and the Dauphin County Elementary Band.  There 
will be a $2.00 admission charged. 
 
 Congratulations to seven Paxtonia fifth grade 
string players who were invited to play in the Central 
Dauphin School District Elementary Honors Orches-
tra. They are cellists, Martina Horst, Kendall Gorse; 
bassist, Allyson Miller; and violists, Rachel Frank, Anna 
Smuda, Andrea Linn, and Emily Walak. There will be two 
Monday evening rehearsals in February, on the 12th and 
the 26th, and an all-day rehearsal at CD Middle School 
on Wednesday, February 28. The concert will be held on 
Wednesday, February 28 at 7:30PM at CD Middle 
School. Other groups performing in the concert will be 
the Central Dauphin Middle School Honors Orchestra 
and the Central Dauphin High School Honors Orchestra. 

Dear Parents, 
 

Let it snow!  Let it snow!  Let it snow!...?  Well, if it ever does decide to snow 
please listen to radio and television stations in order to hear about school 
delays or early dismissals (as opposed to calling the school).  Also, the Cen-
tral Dauphin School District web-site has up-to-date announcements about 
school closings. 
 
 A special “thank you” to all those who helped during the past month with the 
Reflections’ Awards Celebration, Bingo Nights, and our International Days in 
China.  Each event was a huge success and enjoyed by all.  Thank you also to 
those parents who made a concerted effort to attend Parent-Teacher Confer-
ence Day.  Your involvement in your child’s education is invaluable.  Finally, 
our After-school Clubs are in full swing and a big hit with all who are participat-
ing. 
 
 Sometimes you might wonder why the district is so “fussy” about attendance (requiring notes, phone 
calls, etc.)?  The answer is because we have to be!  The Federal mandate of the “No Child Left Behind” 
law centers on academic achievement and school attendance.  Just as a school can receive punitive sanc-
tions for poor achievement, the same can occur for poor attendance rates.  Please keep your child in 
school unless they are truly sick and provide notes and doctor excuses when required.  Paxtonia’s atten-
dance rate from 8/28/06 through 10/31/06 was 98%! 
 
 We value your children and it is a privilege to teach them.  Thank you for your continued support. 
     
       T. Toone- Paxtonia Elementary Principal 

Next PTA Meeting March 5th @ 7PM…Free Child Care Provided 
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This year Caroline Allen has 
been selected as our PTA State 

President.  Caroline will be our guest 
speaker at the February 5th PTA 

meeting. If there is anyone inter-
ested in showing additional support, 
you can submit a greeting for her in 

the Pennsylvania PTA 98th Annual 
Convention Program.  This year the 
convention is being held locally in 

Camp Hill.  If anyone is interested in 
submitting a message of support, 

please e-mail  
yvettefleming@verizon.net for a 

form.  The cost to place a greeting 
ranges from $5—$100.  Additional 
forms will also be available at the 

February PTA meeting. 
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   Please plan to attend the February 5th PTA meeting, because we will have a guest speaker to 
start off the meeting.  Caroline Allen, a past Paxtonia PTA President, would like to take a few 
minutes at the beginning of the meeting to give us some information on the upcoming State Con-
vention being held locally at the Camp Hill, Radisson Penn Harris Hotel & Convention Center.  Caroline has been ex-
tremely involved in the PTA, she is now our State PTA President and it would be great if we could offer our support to 
her.  If you have been thinking about becoming a little more involved, this would be a great convention to attend. 
 
   Thank you again to those who helped make the Bingo nights such a success!  I hope everyone was able to make it in 
to school to see how all the parents helped to transform Paxtonia into China. The school looked awesome!  Interna-
tional Days is a great way to allow our students to get a taste of another culture. 
 
   I have been involved with Paxtonia’s PTA for the past seven years by either helping with a committee, or by serving 
on the Board.  As President I have been allowed a different view of the organization, especially since I have been 
more involved with most of the committees.  It is amazing to see how many parents come out to help with the ‘behind 
the scene work’.  It is also a great way to meet new parents and have some fun with those you already know. 
 
   Don’t forget the kids are off on February 16th and 19th for President’s Day, and a 2-hour delay for Teacher In-
service on February 8th. 
 
                      Jamie Zuvich; Paxtonia PTA Presi-

The 3rd Annual Paxtonia Bingo Nights were a 
huge success, once again!  Many of the Paxto-
nia community joined in the Bingo madness en-
joying free hot dogs, water, and winning 
prizes.  
 
As in the previous years, this could not have 
been possible without all the volunteers time 
and donors gifts. Thanks to all of you who 
made this a wonderful success. 
 

My special thanks to Lisa Burkholder, Deb 
Rose, Jean King for co-chairing; the teachers 
who took their own time to be bingo callers - 

Mrs. Slatt, Ms. Valeri, Ms. Allen, Mrs. Ross, Mr. 
Toone, Ms. Lauchle, Mrs. Petravage; our spon-

sors who donated many of the wonderful 
prizes that were won during the bingo games.  
The sponsor board will be in the school lobby 
for the next few weeks.  Please remember to 
pass on your thanks by patronizing our spon-
sors and thanking them for supporting Paxto-

nia Elementary school. 
Tina MacKenzie 



Respect was the focus of January’s building-wide character education 
activities.  Respectful behaviors include being polite, taking care of 
self and others around us, valuing the opinions of other people, listen-
ing, and speaking to others in a way that is friendly and kind.  Each 
classroom created posters and listed ways they could show respect for:  myself, my 
family, other cultures, animals, property, the law, rights of others, and my country.  The 
character education trait for the month of February will be Honesty. 
 

There are times when parents are faced with the need to discipline their children.  De-
cide in advance how to handle discipline issues so that times of difficult behavior are 
handled as smoothly as possible.  Explain the rules and consequences to your child 
before you have to enforce them.  Give new techniques a chance to work.  Here are 
some basic discipline approaches to try: 
   

Distraction—When your child gets too annoyed with his little brother, for instance, you 
might suggest, “Why don’t you and dad build a snowman?  It’s the perfect kind of 
packing snow.” 
   

Natural Consequences—Let your child see the natural results of her actions.  If she 
doesn’t get ready to go, she’ll be late.  Sometimes reminders prevent problems:  “Put 
on your coat now or we will miss the show.” 
 
  

Logical Consequences—Misbehavior doesn’t always have a natural consequence.  But 
you can remove a privilege your child likes.  A child who refuses to get ready for bed 
might not get to watch a favorite TV program.  Try to connect the consequence as 
closely to the behavior as possible. 
 
  

Rewards—When your child has a behavior that needs to change, such as leaving be-
longings on the floor, make sure you reward him when he does it right.  “You cleaned 
up all your clothes and toys.  Great job.”  Rewards don’t have to be “things.”  Some of 
the best rewards are words of praise and delight from parents.  An occasional treat 
can provide extra motivation. 
 

 --adapted from “When Time-Outs Don’t Work”, Diane Benson Harrington, Parents, 
November 2003, G+J USA 

 

Did you know that well disciplined children get better sleep?  If you’re a permissive 
parent, your child’s behavior may not be the only thing that suffers.  Her sleep may be 
impacted, too.  After looking at a group of 52 children, researches discovered lax par-
enting (giving in, little or no rule enforcement, etc.) was strongly associated with sleep 
disturbances in children.  So preserve your family’s slumber—stick to positive, fair dis-
cipline! 
 

  --Source:  “Permissive Parenting May be Hurting Kids’ Sleep,” Science Daily.com,  
  www.sciencedaily.com/releases/1997/10/971009064543.htm  
 
      Mrs. W. Merryman, M.Ed., NCC; 

School Counselor 

THANKS FOR MAKING  
INTERNATIONAL DAYS 2007 

 A SUCCESS! 
 
 The International Days committee 
would like to thank the many volun-
teers and staff that helped to intro-
duce the Chinese culture to Paxto-
nia! There were many activities this 
year.  The Chinese Cultural Art In-
stitute (CCAI) helped kick-off the 
festivities with a Chinese lion. The 
lion paraded through the school as 
students stood in the hall playing 
Chinese drums. Members of the 
CCAI entertained students with Chi-
nese dance, including Paxtonia’s 
own Abigail Packheiser. Chinese cul-
ture stations, presented by 5th grade 
volunteers, helped students under-
stand life in China. While making 
origami fish and shuttlecocks (a Chi-
nese version of hacky sack) were ac-
tivities enjoyed by the 3rd, 4th, and 5th 
grade students while K, 1st, and 2nd 
graders had story time and learned 
more about the Chinese New Year. 
This years Taste of China introduced 
green tea and egg rolls to many stu-
dents.  And the Wheel of Fortune 
Cookie game provided an exciting 
end to International Days.  Each stu-
dent received a special book mark 
with his or her name written in Chi-
nese!  Also, Sarah Forsyth, a former 
Paxtonia student, gave a presentation 
highlighting a recent trip to China. 
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 A special thanks to Tina Smuda who, with a small group of creative volun-
teers, made colorful and exciting decorations for the school. These decorations 
included dragons, pagodas, lanterns, umbrellas, the Great Wall of China, for-
tune cookies, flags, and Chinese take-out boxes. Authentic Chinese dresses 
were displayed in the library.   Thanks to all who contributed items for the dis-
play cases each having its own theme, but they were all incredible! 
  
See you next year!                     Jodi Frank, Michelle Plouse, and Ellen Haist   



The following are the programs that Pax-
tonia PTA is currently sponsoring, and 
each has their own appropriate collection 
box located in the front lobby of the 
school. Please place the items in a plas-
tic sealed bag before placing them in the 
collection boxes.  

• Used Ink Cartridges Recy-
cling 

• BoxTop$ for Education 
• Old Cell Phones 
• Aluminum Can Tabs 

Ronald McDonald House 
• Campbell’s Labels 
• Tyson’s Labels 

• Nestle Water Bottle Labels 

March 
30 NO SCHOOL— Holiday 
 
April 

2     PTA Meeting 7:00 PM 
5-9  NO SCHOOL— 
 Spring Break 
15 Friendship Center Family 

 Night  6-8PM 
 

February 

5    PTA Meeting  7:00 PM 
8    2 Hr Delay Start— 
 Teacher In-Service  
16-19   NO SCHOOL -  
             President’s Day 
23 Science Night 7PM 
 
 

March 

5 PTA Meeting 
 7:00 PM 

18 Roller Skating Party     
 4:30PM—6:30PM 

26 No School— In-service 

School Spirit Day is the last day of each month.  Each grade has a contest for the class 
showing the most spirit.  Don’t forget to have your child show their school spirit! 
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  UPDATE 
 
 

At the beginning of Janu-
ary, the PTA received a 
check for a whopping 
$2,764.10!  A HUGE 
THANKS to all of you 
who continuously buy, 
crop, and save the Box-
Top$.  Your efforts will 
help provide Paxtonia 
PTA with events and pro-
grams.  

Earn A+ School Rewards 
& Support Our Troops 
 

GIANT is looking for creative stu-
dents in grades K through 5!!!  Let 
the artist choose…use pencils, cray-
ons, markers or paint to create a draw-
ing demonstrating why you are proud 
to live in America.  As a way of giv-
ing “Thanks” to the troops, all pic-
tures will be sent to the regional USO 
chapter.  
 

How to enter: 
    Submit student artwork to your lo-
cal GIANT store by February 5, 2007.  
For entry details see flyer that should 
have been sent home in students fold-
ers or visit the www.GiantAplus.com 
website. 
 

    All entries will be reviewed by 
each Store Manager and one entry 
will be submitted as a semi-finalist.  
Ten finalists will be selected from the 
semi finalists submitted.  The work of 
all ten finalists will be posted on the 
website for voting.  The public will be 
invited to vote on the web at GiantA-
plus.com between February 19th and 
February 23rd.  You must be enrolled 
in A+ Rewards to vote.  The winner 
will be announced on or about Febru-
ary 28th. 
 

Prizes: 
    One (1) Grand Prize winner from 
grades K-2 and One (1) Grand Prize 
winner from grades 3-5 will receive a 
$100 Savings Bond, a “Classroom 
Party” ($100 GIANT Gift Card to 
purchase party food and supplies), 
PLUS 2,500 A+ School Rewards 
Points for their school.  Each of the 
remaining 8 finalists will receive 
1,000 A+ School Rewards Points for 
their school.  Each semi-finalist will 
receive 500 A+ School Rewards for 
their school. 
 

Be creative and have fun!!! 



K-2: 
Elliott Walak (2nd Grade)  1st Place 
Debangana Bandyopadhyay (1st grade) 2nd Place 
Sarah Smalley (K)   3rd Place 
Arjun Ray (K)    4th Place 
 
3-5: 
Christina Martin (5th Grade)   1st Place 
Maya Hairston (5th Grade)    2nd Place 
Brady Boudueau (3rd Grade)   3rd Place 
Christina Martin (5th Grade)   4th Place 
Keri Tkatch (5th Grade)   5th Place  
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K-2: 
Nolan Watson (2nd Grade)  1st Place and 2nd 
Place 
 
3-5: 
Maya Hairston (5th Grade)   1st Place 
Allison Chambers (4th Grade)  2nd Place 
Bryanna Peterson (3rd Grade)  3rd Place 

K-2 
Allasandra Valdez       1st Place 

Literature 

Musical  
Composition  

Dance  



February 2007     ContactContactContact            Special Insert 

K-2: 
Vanessa Foltz (2nd Grade)  1st Place 
Jarret Brightbill (2nd Grade)  2nd Place 
 
3-5: 
Rachel Frank (5th Grade)  1st Place 

K-2: 
Lauren Williams (1st Grade)       1st Place              
Allasandra Valdez (1st Grade)  2nd Place 
Bradley Chambers (2nd Grade)  3rd Place 
Rafay Nasir (2nd Grade)   4th Place 
Emily Foltz (K)     5th Place 
 
3-5: 
Marissa Schaffer (5th Grade)   1st Place     
Andrew Herring (5th Grade)   2nd and 
3rd Place 
Megan Hauf (3rd Grade)      4th Place 
Abigail Packheiser (4th Grade)  5th Place 

K-2: 
Rafay Nasir (2nd Grade)  1st Place 
Ally Yoder (1st Grade)     2nd Place 
Tyler Leisher (K)              3rd Place 
Ciara Mondel (K)            4th Place 
Lauren Williams (1st Grade)  5th Place 

Film 

P
h
o
t
o
g
r
a
p
h
y 

Visu
al

 A
rts

 

3-5: 
Allison Chambers (5th Grade)        1st Place 
Marissa Schaffer (5th Grade) 2nd Place 
Christina Martin (5th Grade)  3rd Place 
Colan Delany, (4th Grade)  4th and 5th Place 
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