
Dear Parents, 
 

 I am writing this article just days before the winter break.  
Over the holidays I hope that everyone gets an opportunity to 
relax and enjoy time with the family.  Maybe we will even be 
“blessed” with some snow (My own kids are itching to get the sleds 
out).  Again, I hope that this holiday season is one that provides 
happy memories. 
 

 In January we will begin our After-School Clubs, host a Re-
flections’ Awards Celebration, try our “skill” at Bingo Nights, cele-
brate International Days, and conduct Parent-Teacher Conferences.  
Each of these activities is sure to make for a busy yet enjoyable 
month of January. 
 

  Once we return in January, remember to re-emphasize home-
work with your children.  Homework is their “job” and is critical to helping children de-
velop independent learning skills, discipline, as well as supplementing what is taught in the 
classroom.  Parents main role is to ensure that children complete their homework.  Parents 
can also make their children’s homework more beneficial by establishing a homework 
schedule, and by establishing a homework work area at home.  Parents can further their 
active role by discussing and assisting their children in their assignments while keeping in 
communication with their child’s teacher about specific expectations and goals. 
 
         
       T. Toone- Paxtonia Elementary Principal 

Next PTA Meeting February 5th @ 7PM…Free Child Care Provided 

Congratulations to the following 
student who was selected for the 
2007 Dauphin Elementary Band – 
Andrew Herring on alto saxo-
phone. 
 

Andrew will be performing at a 
concert at CD High School on Feb-
ruary 3 with the best musicians 
from all of Dauphin County.   
 

In addition, the following students 
were selected for the Central Dau-
phin Honors Band – Cody Randall 
and Tayler Forrester on clarinet, 
Chris Tkatch and Jake Case on 
trumpet, Keri Tkatch on French 
horn, and Caitlyn Heter on trom-
bone. 
 

The CD Honors Band festival will 
take place at CD Middle School on 
February 7. 
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PA Teacher of the Year and Teacher Impact Award nomi-
nees are being sought. These recognitions  are awarded to 
outstanding educators throughout the state.  There are 
many teachers in our school that are continuously commit-
ted to excellence, and work tirelessly to make sure their stu-
dents receive the best possible education.  Does this sound 
like someone you know? Why not nominate this individual for 
their hard work?  
 
Applications for the PA Teacher of the Year are only being 
received until January 31st.  An application can be 
downloaded off the PDE web page at  
www.pde.state.pa.us/k12/cwp/view.asp?=228&q=85571.  
 

The Teacher Impact Award applications 
are due no later than January 26th.  Appli-
cations can be downloaded off the 
www.wgal.com website and clicking on 
Hot Links.   
 

Both applications will also be available on 
the Paxtonia PTA web page.   
 
Don’t delay in submitting a nomination!!  



CDABA 
Snack 
Bar 
Help 

Needed! 
Snack bar volunteers are 
needed for opening and sales 
during weekend basketball 
games.  Only an hour of your 
time is needed!  With enough 
volunteers, you may only be 
needed one time. So come out 
and support your Central Dau-
phin Area Basketball Associa-
tion! 
 
If you are able to help out, 
please contact Lisa McConnell 
at lisamcconnell1@comcast.net 
or Yvette Fleming at  
yvettefleming@verizon.net or 
652-0985.  

Come on Out to Paxtonia’s 
3rd Annual BINGO Nights!! 

 

 
 
 
 
We hope that you have scheduled 
Bingo night on your calendar for Janu-
ary.  BINGO for K-2 is scheduled for 
Friday, January 19th and 3-5 for Friday, 
January 26th from 6-8PM. 
You may come home with a prize from 
one of the following donors: 
Enhance your Body Salon and Day Spa, 
Starbucks, Fishbone, Harley David-
son/Buell, Big Yellow Box, Stampin up, 
Mary Kay, Arbonne, Glow Necklaces, 
Rhoads Pharmacy and Gift Shop in Hum-
melstown, Play it Again Sports, Bumble Bee 
Hollow, Bleacher Bums, American Pie 
Pizza, Applebee's, Quiznos, Dream Dinners, 
and CPI Technologies - VERSAFRAME. 
 
We are still collecting prize dona-
tions for both evenings, and are ex-
tremely grateful to those that have 
contributed so far.  
See You There!!  
 The Bingo Committee 

Happy New Year!  I hope everyone enjoyed their winter break relaxing with family and friends.  I don't 
know about you, but I tried to use some of my "free" time to catch up on a pile of magazines.  It made me 
feel good because a lot of the articles I read were about great and enriching children programs – many of 
which we are offering at Paxtonia. It is encouraging to know that the PTA is on the right path to enrich our children at Paxtonia 
Elementary. 
  
One of the many important articles I read, regarding continual parental involvement in our child’s life, was concerning toys.  
You might be diligently checking their homework and chauffeuring them to and from their sports events, but do you know what 
their computer and video games are rated?  The National PTA is encouraging parents to check the ratings on your child's 
video and computer games.  The Entertainment Software Rating Board (ESRB) web site gives ratings on most of the games.  
They have also requested that our PTA distribute flyers to make sure parents are informed that video games contain a rating, 
and be aware of those ratings when purchasing or allowing exposure to our children. 
  
January is filled with a lot of fun things for our children to participate in.  Susan Johnson and Kim St. Clair have put in a lot of 
hours to coordinate the After School Clubs; Tina MacKenzie, Lisa Burkholder, and Deb Rose for planning two evenings of 
Bingo (the 19th for K - 2 & the 26th for 3 – 5); and Jodi Frank and Ellen Haist have been putting a lot of their energy into mak-
ing sure children get the most out of their "visit" to China.  Thank you to all our volunteers who help make these events possi-
ble.  Don't forget to mark your calendar for our days off in January such as the 15th, in honor of Martin Luther King's Birthday, 
and kindergarten conferences scheduled on the 26th, and also all the children on the 29th . 
  
See you at the February 5th PTA meeting. 
 
          Jamie Zuvich; Paxtonia PTA President 
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Paxtonia Athletic Association 
Baseball and Softball Sign-ups 

 January 17th 6:30PM to 8:30PM 

January 20th 9:00AM to 11:00AM 

 Charlton United Methodist Church 
(Corner of Jonestown Road & Moun-
tain Road)  

 Baseball ages 5 to 12 as of April 
30th   2007; and Softball Ages 5 to 
16 as of January 1st 2007 

Please bring 3 forms for Proof of 
Residency, and Drivers License, 
Owners Card & Insurance Card.  
New Players need to bring their 
Birth Certificate. 

$60 per Child, $120 Max per Family 
 
 

For More Information Contact Randy 
Mellinger at 540-0555 or 
rlmslm@comcast.net or  
JoAnn Rohrer at rohrhaas@msn.com or 
540-9435 



Thank you, every-
one, who made 
Santa's Work-

shop such a re-
sounding suc-

cess!  The evening 
flowed smoothly, the children had 

a great time, and Santa told us 
that all of the children were on 

the good list this year.   
 
 

Lisa Tkatch, Cindy Gundy & Lisa McConnell 

As a recap, our building-wide themes for the months of Novem-
ber and December were centered on Friendship.  Students participated in 
the 6th annual Mix It Up at Lunch day in our cafeteria in November to prac-
tice Tolerance and Friendship.  The students enjoyed the opportunity to sit with different 
people and learn about things they have in common and what interests were different. The 
process of getting to know about others helps us to understand differences and be more 
accepting.  December ushered in our theme of Caring and Sharing.  The students created 
posters with ideas for ways to care about others, and how they can share with others.  This 
theme tied into the Student Council’s project of collecting warm items for the Salvation 
Army.   

 

 Respect will be the focus of January’s building-wide character education activities.  
Respectful behaviors include being polite, taking care of self and others around us, valuing 
the opinions of other people, listening, and speaking to others in a way that is friendly and 
kind. 

 

 Although it would be wonderful to accomplish certain things as a parent like raise 
future Nobel Prize winners, on a more realistic level, most of us want a happy home.  It is 
not about everyone wearing smiles all the time, but a family life that is built on a strong 
foundation of love, respect, and togetherness.  How do you get there?  Here are some 
things happy families can do: 

  
• Show lots of love.  Your children don’t “just know” that you love them; you 

have to tell them.  Parents have to be loving and affectionate and regularly 
give out compliments. 

• Be firm.  Don’t confuse having a good time with your children with being their 
best friend.  Children need structure, boundaries and discipline to feel safe.  
Children should have voice in the family and choices.  But, they still should 
clean their room when asked, be polite, go to bed at a regular time, and be 
corrected when they cross the line. 

• Be respectful.  If parents are respectful to each other and to their children, 
and if they lay some ground rules for language and respect, children will natu-
rally be kinder to others.  You can’t just “talk the talk.”  As parents, we must 
“walk the walk.” 

• Make love unconditional.  All children make mistakes, so do we as adults.  
Talking about behaviors as separate from self-worth and giving children love 
no matter what happens will crate a solid foundation for your happy home. 

   
 

Mrs. W. Merryman, M.Ed., NCC; 
School Counselor 

Attention parents, family and friends of 
College Bound  
Seniors!  
 

Get a head start on your college 
tuition! The Paxtonia Elementary 
School PTA is offering $2,000 in 
scholarship monies.  Scholarships 
will range between $500 and $750.  
You must have been a student at 
Paxtonia for at least four years to 
qualify.  Visit your guidance depart-
ment to find out more, or on-line at  
www.cdschools.org/paxtonia. Appli-
cations must be received by March 
31, 2007.  
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Yet another way we can contribute to our 
school!!! Designate your Target Credit 
Card for Paxtonia Elementary and we 
receive 1% of our purchases toward educa-
tional supplies and materials.  
 

Once enrolled, 1% of our  REDcard pur-
chases at Target and Target.com and 1/2% 
of Target® Visa® purchases elsewhere 
are donated to Paxtonia Elementary.* For 
some schools, it adds up to as much as 
$10,000 a year, distributed twice a year, in 
March and September. Donations are 
available to any K–12 public, private or 

parochial school that has a 501(c)(3) or 
509(a)(1) tax-exempt status. See Take 
Charge of Education program rules for 
more information. REDcardsSM: Target® 
Visa® and Target® Card are issued by Target Na-
tional Bank, an affiliate of Target Stores. Subject to 
credit approval.  
 

You can always track Paxtonia’s progress 
by visiting www.target.com and clicking 
on the Community link located under the 
Company Info section at the bottom of the 

page. Then click on the Education link 
which will list the Take Charge of Educa-
tion program link. 
 
Currently, there are 139 credit cards allo-
cated to assist Paxtonia Elementary, and 
the total Target donations (as of Septem-
ber 2006) is $3942.14!!! Wow!!  
 
Thanks to all of you have designated our 
school! You help make Paxtonia a success. 



May Fair Raffle 
Chairperson 

Needed 
 

Our current May 
Fair Raffle chair-
person will be retiring after this 
year when her last Paxtonia 
child moves on to the middle 
school.  We would love to have 
someone available this year to 
receive training in this fun and 
rewarding position!   If you are 
interested in taking over the 
May Fair Raffle, please call or 
email Kathy Herring at  
540-7143 or at  
Lycoming1979@yahoo.com.     
 
We also need volunteers for the 
May Fair Raffle Prize Patrol.  If 
you would like to help solicit 
area businesses for prizes, 
please contact Kathy Herring. 

The following are the programs that Pax-
tonia PTA is currently sponsoring, and 
each has their own appropriate collection 
box located in the front lobby of the 
school. Please place the items in a plas-
tic sealed bag before placing them in the 
collection boxes.  
 
• Used Ink Cartridges Recycling 

• BoxTop$ for Education 
• Old Cell Phones 

• Aluminum Can Tabs 
Ronald McDonald House 

• Campbell’s Labels 

• Tyson’s Labels 

• Nestle Water Bottle Labels 

29 NO SCHOOL—  
       Conferences for  
       Elementary students 
February 

5    PTA Meeting  7:00 PM 
8    2 Hr Delay Start— 
 Teacher In-Service  
16-19   NO SCHOOL -  
             President’s Day 
23 Science Night 7PM 
March 

5    PTA Meeting  7:00 PM 

January 
1    No School—Winter 
 Break 

10 Reflections Awards Cele-
bration Program 7PM 

11 After School Clubs begin 
15    NO SCHOOL— MLK Jr. 
19    Bingo Night (K-2) 6-8PM 
23-25 International Days 
26 NO SCHOOL  Kindergar-

ten ONLY—Conference 
Day 

27 Bingo Night (3-5) 6-8PM 

School Spirit Day is the last day of each month.  Each grade has a contest for the class 
showing the most spirit.  Don’t forget to have your child show their school spirit! 

Paxtonia PTA continues 
to sponsor the collection 
of the certain product 
labels or tabs in order to 
support many of the func-
tion, events, and pro-
grams that the school 
provides to our students.  

Please keep in mind the new collection drives 
which are the Nestle Pure Life & Fruit flavored 
water bottle labels, Campbell’s labels, and 
Tyson’s labels.  
 

The Nestle Pure Life & Fruit Flavored  bottled 
water labels are being collected through May 
31, 2007 to earn points for sports gear, fitness 
equipment, and perhaps even nutritional edu-
cation speakers, and assemblies.  The school 
will also be entered in a $75,000 sweepstakes 
to win a new playground!  Any questions re-
garding this program can be directed to Anita 
Smith 717-540-0569 or Alicia Burkhart 717-
671-1858.  You may also visit 
www.goplaylabels.com. 

 
Labels for Education program 
sponsored by Campbell’s is 
another new collection drive 
for Paxtonia Elementary.  Any 
member of the Paxtonia com-

January 2007         ContactContactContact                   Page 4 

munity simply needs to save proofs of pur-
chase from participating Campbell products, 
and the school earns points to redeem for 
Free educational merchandise offered by 
Campbell’s. You may visit 
www.labelsforeducation.com  for a complete 
list of products, point values, and educational 
merchandise that can be earned by the 
school. 
 
The third, new collecting program is Tyson’s 
Project A+. This program also requires clip-
ping Project A+ labels from selected Tyson 
products, and then sending 
them into school. The labels 
can be redeemed for cash 
which the school can then 
utilize for PTA programs, 
supplies, or other educa-
tional needs.  Paxtonia’s 
collection goal is 12,000 
points. So, start collecting today!  If you are 
interested in finding out more information 
about the program visit 
www.tyson.com/projectaplus/. 
 
You may also contact Amy Lingle for either 
the Cambell’s Labels for Education, or Tyson 
Project A+ programs at 315-9039. 

Giant A+ School Rewards Update 
 

As of December, Paxtonia Elemen-
tary has earned $1,079.33.!!  This is 
real CASH that our school can use 
for educational needs. Thanks to all 
of you who have registered your  
Giant Bonus Cards to support the A+ 
School Rewards Program.   
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