
 

 

“Summer afternoon—summer afternoon; to me those have always 

been  the two most beautiful words in the English language.”   

                                                                                 - Henry James 

 
 
Below, you will find the summer reading assignment for the 12th grade AP English Literature and 
Composition course. Please prepare for success by following these directions exactly and contacting 
Mrs. Etsweiler (letsweiler@cdschools.org) with any questions.   
 

Note: This AP course reserved for students who have successfully completed these tasks.  
 

1. Purchase and read How to Read Poetry Like a Professor: A Quippy and Sonorous Guide to Verse by 
Thomas C. Foster, ISBN 978-006211378-8, available in paperback on Amazon for $13.37. Annotate 
carefully, highlighting important passages. Prepare 15 handwritten flashcards with key terms 
from the text. (Please use only 3x5 cards, not paper.) We will have a test on this material during 
the first week of school. Consider taking notes on the chapters for review before the assessment. 

 

2. This summer, you have the opportunity make your life as a senior easier! The AP literary criticism 
project entails reading three novels or plays from the attached menu and analyzing them from a 
specific critical perspective. Start by reading one of these over the summer months. You will 
receive plenty of details on the overall assignment later, but for now, choose one of the 
categories from the attached menu.*   

 
You will send me an email at the above address on Tuesday, May 29 with your two top choices. I 
will accept requests on a first come, first served basis starting at 7 a.m., and you should receive a 
confirmation from me before purchasing the books. (You may buy used copies.) I will continue to 
respond to emails throughout the summer. Attached to my confirmation email will be a data 
sheet for you to complete as you read and thoroughly annotate your novel.  Remember, it is 
critical to establish your topic with me before you start the reading. 
 

      If you wish to read more than one of your books this summer, feel free. Save yourself  
       some time by preparing a data sheet for each while the material  is still fresh in your mind. 

 

To review:  
● Read How to Read Poetry... and create the flashcards.  
● Read at least one of the three required texts from the menu. Annotate and create a data 

sheet. These will be uploaded to Turnitin.com upon return to school. 
 

* These texts are written for adults and include serious and sometimes devastating choices, situations, and themes.  
   Do some preliminary research to determine which novel will prove both engaging and appropriate for you.  
 

  Enjoy your summer! I am looking forward to meeting each of you when you return as seniors. 
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