
High School and Beyond 
 
The High School years are full of excitement and challenges.  The transition from 
High School into a job or further schooling is the ultimate goal of any High School  
program.  For those students with Individualized Education Programs, the focus on 
post High School planning starts when they are14 years of age.  The IEP team will 
focus on the goals of the student and family and provide programming and support 
that will enable the student to achieve those goals.  
 
Part of that programming may include support from the Speech-Language 
Pathologist.  At the High School level, having good communication skills becomes 
very important for academic, employment, and social reasons.  In addition to 
providing assistance with communication issues such as articulation and speech 
fluency, SLP’s provide education and support in the area of social communication.  
Student’s may need help with “self advocacy” skills that will be of benefit in the 
classroom, but also in the community as well.  They may need to improve their 
organizational skills which would impact their success when transitioning into 
college.  For those entering the work force, the SLP can provide instruction and 
support with developing the “soft skills” needed to be successful in the work 
environment.  The ability to solve problems is another critical skill area, and the 
SLP is able to work with students to develop coping and problem solving skills.  
 
In addition, the SLP is able to go out to community sites and work with the child on 
his or her skills in that natural environment as part of their Speech program.  SLP’s 
can use scripts, and role play to prepare students for job interviews and college 
visits, as well as learning to advocate appropriately for their individual needs.  The 
goal is always to develop strong communication skills that promote independence 
and success regardless of what a student chooses to do after graduation.   
 


