
TOPICS, TIPS & TAKE HOME 
SPEECH/LANGUAGE 

 
RECEPTIVE LANGUAGE 

 
Receptive Language refers to the ability to understand information that is presented verbally and 
non-verbally.  Disorders of receptive language may include difficulty understanding and following 
directions, becoming overwhelmed when given multi-step instructions, limited vocabulary, poor 
comprehension of spoken and written material, confusion with longer more complex sentences, 
struggle with figurative language, and weak understanding of concepts.   
 
TIPS: 

1. Provide opportunities to practice listening.   
2. Chunk information into small pieces at a time.  
3. Make frequent eye contact, close proximity or gentle touch to help focus and engage the 

child. 
4. Clarify and demonstrate oral messages. 
5. Teach the child to use organizers like agendas and TO DO Lists. 
6. Ask the child to retell stories or restate directions. 
7. Present information in short, simple sentences. 
8. Repeat directions or messages orally and in writing. 
9. When reading, ask the child to predict outcomes. 
10. Encourage the child to seek clarification when uncertain. 

 
TAKE HOME ACTIVITIES: 
 

1. Tell your child you are thinking of something that begins with the “L” sound.  Give a clue in 
the form of a riddle and ask him to guess the answer: 

It gives off light. (lamp, light bulb) 
It grows on a tree. (leaf) 
It is a wild animal. (lion, leopard) 

2. Ask your child to tell you other words that mean something like the one you say: 
Pencil (crayon, pen, marker) 
Path (road, lane, street, avenue) 
Sofa (couch, divan, davenport) 

3. If your child can draw a square, circle, and triangle, then ask him/her to duplicate the design 
you describe: 

Draw a square and put a circle inside it. 
Draw a circle at the bottom of the paper and a triangle at the top of the paper. 
Draw two triangles and put a circle in one of them and a square in the other one. 

4. Read a favorite story from a picture book.  Ask your child to retell the story by using the 
pictures as a guide to the plot and characters. 

5. Ask your child to complete a sentence when you say an open ended phrase: 
An apple is a __________.  (fruit) 
Six is a  __________.  (number) 
Yellow is a __________. (color) 

6.  Use family outings as opportunities to use basic concepts.  At the gas station, empty, full, 
front, back, right, and left are some concepts that can be used.  At the grocery store concepts of 
size, quantity, weight, and location can all be used. 


