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EFFECTIVE SENTENCES UNIT STUDY GUIDE 

The unit test will include each of the following topics. 

The Effective Sentences Unit Test will be Tuesday, Dec. 15 

It is a 2 page test worth 35 Test points. 

Test points count toward 50% of your entire English grade. 

 
Simple Subject, Complete Subject + Simple Predicate, Complete Predicate 

 Simple subject –the fewest words in a sentence that communicate the subject(s). 

o May be one or more words. 

o EXAMPLES 

 Taylor sat alone. 

 Simple subject = Taylor 

 Complete subject = Taylor 

 Riddle Elementary School was located in a remote mountain village. 

 Simple subject = Riddle Elementary School 

 Complete subject = Riddle Elementary School 

 

 Complete subject – all the words in a sentence that relate to the subject(s). 

o May be one or more words. 

o EXAMPLES 

 Ginger fur flew through the air. 

 Simple subject = fur 

 Complete subject = Ginger fur 

 Oscar’s ginger fur flew through the air. 

 Simple subject = fur 

 Complete subject = Oscar’s ginger fur 

 

 Simple predicate –the fewest words in a sentence that communicate the verb(s). 

o May be one or more words. 
 Taylor sat alone. 

 Simple predicate = sat 

 Complete predicate = sat alone 

 Riddle Elementary School was located in a remote mountain village. 

 Simple predicate = was located 

 Complete predicate = was located in a remote mountain village 
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 Complete predicate – all the words in a sentence that relate to the verb(s). 
o May be one or more words. 

o EXAMPLES 

 Ginger fur flew through the air. 

 Simple predicate = flew 

 Complete predicate = flew through the air 

 

 REMINDERS, TIPS: 
o All subjects are nouns or pronouns, but not every noun or pronoun is the subject 

of a sentence. 
o There may be more than one subject in a sentence. 
o In some cases (imperative sentences, where a direction or command is being 

given, for instance), the subject is understood (you)…which may not actually 
appear in the sentence. 

 EXAMPLES 

 Go outside. 
o Subject = (You) understood, Verb = go 

  Walk the dog. 
o Subject = (You) understood, Verb = walk 

 

Fragment, Run-on Sentences 

 Fragment – A fragment is part of a sentence, but it is incomplete. It may have a subject 
or a verb, but it doesn’t express a complete thought. It may even have a subject and a 
verb, but it may be constructed in a way that makes it an incomplete thought. 

o EXAMPLES 
 Went to the game. 

 This is a fragment because it is missing a subject. 

 Re-written as a complete sentence, it could look like this: 
o They went to the game. 

 Because she knew the deadline was approaching soon. 

 This is a fragment because it begins with a subordinating 
conjunction. That means what follows is an incomplete thought, 
even though it contains a subject and a verb. 

 Re-written as a complete sentence, it could look like this: 
o Because she knew the deadline was soon approaching, 

she focused intensely on her work. 

OR… 

o She focused intensely on her work because she knew the 
deadline was soon approaching. 
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 Run-on – A run-on sentence is one with more subjects and thoughts (complete or 
incomplete) than can be readily understood. 

o EXAMPLES 
 I went to the park and then ate ice cream and then I walked the dog the 

dog was excited it was sunny. 

 This is a run-on because it is confusing with so many ideas 
jumbled together. 

 Re-written as a complete sentence, it could look like this: 
o I went to the park and then ate ice cream. After that, I 

walked the dog and she was excited it was so sunny. 

 

 

Independent Clause, Dependent Clause 

 An independent clause = a subject + a verb + a complete thought 

o EXAMPLES 

 While you were sleeping, a turtle walked away. 

 The independent clause in this sentence is A TURTLE WALKED 

AWAY. 

 Subject = turtle, simple predicate = walked 

 

 The team is the best, as you can see. 

 The independent clause in this sentence is THE TEAM IS THE 

BEST. 

 Subject = team, simple predicate = is 

 

 A dependent clause = a subject + a verb *BUT NO COMPLETE THOUGHT 

o EXAMPLES 

 While you were sleeping 

 Subject = you, simple predicate = were sleeping 

 As you can see 

 Subject = you, simple predicate = can see 
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Types of Sentences: Simple, Compound, Complex 

 Simple sentence – A simple sentence has one independent clause (see above). 

o EXAMPLES 

 The cat ran away. 

 Subject = cat, Simple predicate = ran 

 The cat and dog ran away and died. 

 Subject = cat, dog, Simple predicate = ran, died 

 

 Compound sentence – A compound sentence has two independent clauses (see 

above). 

o EXAMPLES 

 Students aced the exam, and they were delighted. 

 Independent clause #1 = Students aced the exam 

 Independent clause #2 = And they were delighted 

 We went on the field trip, but we were surprised at the location. 

 Independent clause #1 = We went on the field trip 

 Independent clause #2 = But we were surprised at the location 

 

 Complex sentence – A complex sentence has an independent clause and one or more 

dependent clauses. 

o EXAMPLES 

 Students aced the exam, but felt bad. 

 Independent clause = Students aced the exam 

 Dependent clause = but felt bad 

 Even though we went on the field trip, we wished we didn’t. 

 Dependent clause = Even though we went on the field trip 

 Independent clause  = we wished we didn’t 
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